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On a routine intelligence gathering mission in Tehran, Jack Ryan, Jr., has lunch with his oldest

friend, Seth Gregory, an engineer overseeing a transcontinental railway project. As they part, Seth

gives Jack a key, along with a perplexing message.The next day Jack is summoned to an

apartment where two men claim Seth has disappearedâ€”gone to ground with funds for a vital

intelligence operation.Â  Jackâ€™s oldest friend has turned, they insist.They leave Jack with a

warning:Â  If you hear from Seth Gregory, call us immediately. And do not get involved.But they

donâ€™t know Jack. He wonâ€™t abandon a friend in need.Â His pursuit of the truth will lead him

across Iran, through the war-torn Caucasus, and finally deep into territory coveted by the

increasingly aggressive Russian Federation. Along the way, Jack is joined by Sethâ€™s primary

agent, Ysabel, a enigmatic Iranian woman who seems to be his only clue to Sethâ€™s

whereabouts.Â Jack soon finds himself lost in a maze of intrigue, lies, and betrayal where no one is

who they seem to beâ€”not even Seth, whoâ€™s harboring a secret of his own that harkens back to

the Cold War. A secret that is driving him to the brink of treachery.Racing against the clock, Jack

must unravel the mystery: Who is friend and who is foe? Before itâ€™s over, Jack Ryan, Jr., may

have to choose between his loyalty to Seth and his loyalty to America.From the Hardcover edition.
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I have loved the Jack Ryan, Jr. and The Campus novels. They have been excellent works in the

Tom Clancy fashion. I have felt that Grant Blackwood has been a great asset to the Clancy stable of

writers, as I have noted in my other reviews of his work.BUT, this novel didn't really work for me. My

first problem is that it really only had Jack Jr. in the story until about 70% of the way through, then

finally Dom Caruso shows up in the field. That misses the mark of what The Campus is about. It is

not about lone wolf characters acting on their own and not giving The Campus the full story. So,

either Jack Jr. has fallen far from the family tree or he is thinking that he can be the lone wolf hero of

political events and spy activities.Jack Jr. meets with an old friend and finds that he has stepped into

a problem in a country that is going to be facing a Coup in the next couple of weeks. Jack Jr. has to

figure out what is happening and who the bad guys are and who the good guys are. His friend Seth

appears to be having a bit of a break with reality, or is he?Bottom line, The CIA, British Intelligence

and Russian Elite Forces are going to be playing a game of political chicken as the country of

Dagestan goes through the upheaval of a political coup as the Minster of Interior takes steps to

wrestle control of the country from the President of Dagestan.Jack Jr. will find himself on the side of

the Minister of Interior and will not be sure that this is truly a wise move. Jack Jr. comes off looking

tentative at times and not as decisive as his old man would have been in a similar situation.Jack Jr.

will use The Campus assets but not in the way that they should have been used or were used in

previous works.
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